APPEIVDIX. 


BEING  A  NUMERICAL  ABSTRACT 

CASES  OF  CHOLERA  IN  THE  DIFFERENT  STAGES  OF  THE 
COMPLAINT,  TREATED  AT  WICK ;  WITH  THE  RESULT, 
SHOWING  THE  MORTALITY  OF  THE  DIFFERENT  STAGES, 
AND  THE  AVERAGE  MORTALITY  OF  THE  ENTIRE  DIS- 
EASE. 

FORMING  AN  APPENDIX 
TO  DR.  VENABLES'  PAMPIILET, 
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NATURE  AND  TREATMENT 
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To  comprehend  the  followincf  Tabular  Abstract,  it  may 
be  observed,  that  in  the  lirst  cokuiui  are  stated  the 
Stii5?0H  of  the  Disease  under  which  the  Patients  were 
labosu'in^  at  the  period  of  visiting.  The  second  jjives 
the  number  of  each  which  fell  under  the  imiiiediate 
superintendence  of  myself  jaid  colleague.  The  four  suc- 
ceeding- columns  point  out  the  numbers  that  died  actually 
in  the  original  stage,  or  after  transition  into  one  or  more 
of  the  consecutive  stages.  Then  arc  given  tlie  total 
deaths  in  each  stage.  The  above  explanation,  mut. 
mutand  applies  to  the  columns  of  Recoveries.  Then 
is  given  the  Mortality  in  each  stage,  and  the  lowest 
column  contains  the  average  mortality  of  the  entire  dis- 
ease. The  above  explanation  applies  to  the  Hospital  Ab- 
stract. 

The  following  are  the  nosological  indications  of  the 
different  Stages . — 

PremonUonj. — Limpid  or  rice-water  alkalescent  de- 
jections ;  thirst,  with  a  burning  pain  in  the  stomach  ; 
nausea  or  retching.  The  pargiug  wholly  devoid  of  smell, 
without  any  appearance  of  bile  or  foeculent.  matter,  and 
generally  colourless.  Spasms  of  the  bowels  ;  thirst,  and 
sensible  coldness  of  the  tongue. 

Cold  Sfage. — Severe  voiBiting  and  purging  of  muco- 
serous  matters  ;  intolcrnble  cramps  and  spasms  ;  great 
coldness  of  the  tongue,  and  general  surface  ;  anxiety  of 
countenance,  and  great  despondency;  altered  ex jires- 
sion  of  features  ;  sunken  eye,  sraTounded  by  a  Ii\  id  cir- 
cle ;  feeble,  scarcely  perceptible  pulse  ;  thirst,  lividity 
of  fingers  and  toes 

Collapse- — Icy  coldness  of  the  entire  surface  ;  shrivel- 
ling of  the  skin  ;  frequently  bedev»-ed  with  an  ice-cold 
clammy  sweat ;  suspended  circulation ;  skw,  laborious, 
and  even  stertorous  reH])iration  ;  involuntary  evacua- 
tions ;  the  globe  of  the  eye  reverted  in  the  orbit  ;  blue, 
black,  or  purple  lividity. 

Ti/pkoid  Stage. — Di'y,  red,  furred,  and  sometimes 
glossy  tongue  ;  sordes  about  the  teeth  ;  thirst ;  hurried 
r(vspiration  ;  quick,  hard,  frequent,  thready,  i)ulse  ;  arid 
rough  state  of  skin ;  sulfusion  of  the  eye  ;  coma  or  sub- 
deiiriuu!,  with  insensibility  of  the  pupil,  which  remains 
obstinately  dilated  or  contracted. 
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The  thirty-throe  cases  of  Cholera  in  the  premonitory 
stage,  and  the  eleven  in  the  cold  stage,  stated  to  have 
terminated  by  critical  solution,  either  did  not  enter  into 
any  of  the  consecutive  stages,  or  in  so  slight  a  degree  as 
hardly  to  deserve  the  name.  The  latter  part  of  this 
observation  applies  to  the  critical  solutions  of  the  cold 
stage,  which  generally  showed  some  slight  degree  of 
febrile  reaction ;  but  so  very  slight,  as  hardly  to  deserve 
the  name.  They  all  took  the  salt  emetic,  followed  by 
some  mercurial  and  Dover's  Powder,  and  the  feet  were 
generally  put  into  hot  salt  water.  The  crisis  mostly  con- 
sisted in  free  Diaphoresis,  with  indications  of  bile  in  the 
evacuations. 

Of  the  fatal  cases,  two  were  upwards  of  80  years  of 
age,  five  above  70  ;  seven  between  60  and  70  ;  and  eleven 
between  50  and  60.  We  may,  therefore,  fairly  subtract 
the  two  above  80,  and  the  five  above  70  from  the  mor- 
tality, and  then  we  shall  have  the  average  estimate  as  fol- 
lows :  Cases,  317—7:^310.  Deaths,  59—7=52 : 310 : 1 :  5f  f 
the  real  mortality — expressed  in  whole  numbers,  1:6. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Lovi  stated  to  me  that  he  had  succeed- 
ed in  abovit  30  cases  of  collapse,  to  which  he  had  not 
called  my  attention,  the  symptoms  soon  giving  way  ;  but 
it  is  more  probable  that  they  were  the  severer  forms  of 
the  premonitory  or  cold  stages. 
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Of  the  fatal  cases,  two  were  above  70,  four  above  60, 
and  five  between  50  and  60  years  of  age.  Six  were  sent 
into  the  Hos])ital,  either  because  their  friends  deserted 
them,  or  that  they  wished  to  save  themselves  the  trouble 
and  danger  of  "  chesting"  the  bodies.  The  mortality, 
therefore,  should  be  reduced  8,  leaving  the  deaths  at  20. 
The  cases  will  then  stand  thus  : — Cases,  95  —  8  87. 
Deaths,  28  — 8  =  20  :  87  ;  :  l:4/g. 

The  recoveries  from  the  fever  consecutive  to  collapse 
may  seem  rather  high,  but  the  collapse  in  eight  or  nine 
of  the  above  cases  was  not  so  clearly  nor  so  distinctly 
marked  :  it  may,  therefore,  be  questioned,  whether  they 
were  not  cases  in  the  severest  form  of  the  cold  stage. 
Four,  however,  were  of  the  most  decided  character,  be- 
ing blue,  senseless,  pulseless,  and  speechless,  with  slow, 
laborious,  stertorous  respiration,  and  cold  as  ice.  I  saw 
two  recoveries  under  similar  circumstances  at  Whittle- 
sea. 
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P.S. — The  average  mortality  in  the  practice  of  my- 
self and  colleague  appears  great  compared  with  that  of 
the  resident  practitioners.  The  total  cases  this  day 
(16th  October),  amount  to  405,  and  the  total  deaths  to 
68.  Therefore,  405—317=88,  the  cases  treated  by  the 
other  gentlemen,  and  the  deaths  68 — 59=9;  therefore 
9  :  88  : :  1  :  9^  their  average  mortality.  This  anomaly 
requires  explanation  ;  and  the  cause  is,  that  cases  re- 
ported by  these  gentlemen  becoming  worse,  were,  by 
them  very  properly  transferred  to  the  Hospital,  and 
terminating  fatally,  tended  to  swell  our  list  of  mortality, 
while  they  added  notliing  to  the  mortality  of  the  origi- 
nal reporters  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  furnish  a  deceptive 
numerical  list  of  recoveries.  This  explanation  is  ne- 
cessary, more  particularly  as  all  the  medical  gentlemen 
here,  without  a  single  exception,  have  done  me  the 
honour  to  adopt  the  principles  of  treatment  recommend- 
ed by  myself. 


